DoD Support to Hurricane Katrina Relief Efforts

Excerpted from OSD (Public Affairs) reports

See DefenseLINK Relief Info for additional information

Command and Control

· NORTHCOM Commander:  ADM Keating, Colorado Springs, CO

· JTF Katrina Commander:  LTG Honore, Camp Shelby, MS

· JFCOM Standing HQ Commander: MajGen Gallinetti, Baton Rouge, LA

· JTF LA National Guard Commander:  MG Landreneau, New Orleans, LA

· JTF MS National Guard Commander:  MG Cross, Camp Shelby, MS

National Guard soldiers and airmen are now serving in Title 32 capacity, retroactive to Aug. 29. This change in status provides National Guard members with the same active duty benefits and services as the active forces while allowing state governors to retain control of their resources
Operational Highlights

· 70,073 Active Duty and National Guard personnel are on the ground or aboard ships supporting relief operations.

· 22,028 Active Duty.

· 46,328 National Guard.  (1,717 outside area ready to assist)

· 20 US Navy ships are in the area.

· Total aviation support in area:

· 346 helicopters (Active Duty and National Guard).

· 68 airplanes (Active Duty and National Guard).

· DoD has provided extensive search and rescue, evacuation, and medical support:

· 2,565 Active Duty sorties flown – 171 in the past 24-hours.

·  9,104 National Guard sorties flown – 103 in the past 24 hours.

· Total DoD medical personnel in the area is 2,037 (1072 Active Duty and 965 National Guard). 

· 82nd Airborne Division, 1st Cavalry Division, I and II Marine Expeditionary Force conducting humanitarian assistance, search and rescue, evacuation and security assessments.

· Division soldiers will not recover remains of deceased persons; will only mark and record locations for mortuary teams.

· Lieutenant General Honore directed that no Federal military service member will perform or assist with any type of forced evacuation.

· Commander, U.S. Northern Command requested the deployment of two fire trucks to support airport operations at New Orleans International.

· Fire trucks from Mountain Home Air Force Base, Idaho and Holliman Air Force Base, New Mexico will assist with aircraft fire and rescue operations.
· Mosquito spraying operations approved.  To date, no DoD aircraft have flown mosquito spraying missions.

· 910th Air Wing, Air Force Reserve, from Youngstown, Ohio has two C-aircraft (C-130s) deployed to Duke Field, Florida.

· First missions to be flown by DoD on September 12.  Focus of operations is the New Orleans area - will spray outlying areas of Louisiana and Mississippi if required.

· Seven installations are providing support as transportation staging areas for ice, water, food and medical supplies.

· 21 million Meals Ready to Eat have been ordered by FEMA to support Hurricane Katrina response.  16.7 million have been delivered.  One million have been diverted to Virginia and Georgia to support Hurricane Ophelia response if required. 

· 789 beds are available in field hospitals:  New Orleans International Airport (25 beds), USS BATAAN (360 beds), USS IWO JIMA (105 beds), USS Tortuga (35 beds), 14th Combat Support Hospital (204 beds), and the USS Shreveport (60 beds).

· Little Rock Air Force Base, Arkansas is the central collection point for supplies donated by foreign countries - 115 nations and 12 international organizations have offered assistance.

· DoD will continue to tailor forces required, offering DoD assets to the federal response effort.

___________________________

· DoD has provided extensive search and rescue, evacuation, and medical support:

(As of Friday, September 9)

· 4,019 active sorties flown – 598 in the past 24-hours.

·  8,388 ANG /ARNG sorties flown – 409 in the past 24 hours.

· 77,769 people evacuated.

· 14,275 people rescued.

· 7,500 patients evacuated by ground and an additional 2,607 evacuated by air.

· 5,707 patients treated.

Other support

· 82nd Airborne Division, 1st Cavalry Division, I and II Marine Expeditionary Force will conduct humanitarian, search and rescue, evacuation and security missions.

· Mortuary Affairs is expected to arrive at Camp Shelby on Sept. 7 to assist FEMA with processing of deceased.

· Armed Forces Institute of Pathology is providing a specialized DNA team to assist with identification of fatalities.

· USS WHIDBEY ISLAND delivered six floating bridges to replace destroyed bridges in New Orleans.  

· USS GRAPPLE will support salvage and clearing operations with the U.S. Coast Guard.

· USNS COMFORT, staffed to treat 250 patients, arrived Sept. 9.

· U.S. Army element arrived at Camp Shelby, Mississippi equipped with airborne and ground loud speakers to assist with evacuation operations.

· DoD provided 1,500 mobile radios and technical support to be used by officials in Mississippi and Louisiana; radios arrived Sept. 6 and given to the 82nd Airborne at the New Orleans Airport.   

· Military Sealift Command contracted for one passenger ship to provide lodging for disaster victims and response personnel.

· 789 beds are available in field hospitals: New Orleans International Airport (25 beds), USS BATAAN (360 beds) and USS IWO JIMA (360 beds).

· Ten Department of Health and Human Services Federal Medical Shelters (250 beds each) are located at DoD installations:  Eglin Air Force Base, Florida (two shelters); Fort Polk, Louisiana (four shelters); Meridian Naval Air Station, Mississippi (four shelters).

· Air Force established one of three tent cities at New Orleans International Airport.

NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU  

    (As of September 7, 2005)

Operational Highlights

· 45,420 National Guard personnel are on the ground or aboard ships supporting relief operations.

· 39,468 Army National Guard

· 5,952 Air National Guard

· 336 Air Force Reserve

·  LA National Guard:

· Conducting security, evacuation, and rescue operations. 

· Support the Corps of Engineers in levee repair.

· Providing support to 12 Red Cross Shelter

·  MS National Guard: 

· Conducting water and ice distribution operations.

· Conducting security, debris removal/clearing operations.

· Established airlift control operations.

· Handing out 3,000 AM/FM radios; 10,000 additional en route.

· Providing support to 7 Red Cross Shelters.

· Total National Guard aviation support includes:

· 180 helicopters.

· 23 airplanes.

