INFORMATION MEMO

DOD, VA, AND HHS DEPLOYMENT HEALTH-RELATED 

RESEARCH PROJECTS (November 2007)

· Staff of Department of Defense (DoD) Force Health Protection and Readiness have compiled an extensive inventory of deployment health-related research projects.  This research inventory continues an initiative that began in 2005 to inform leadership of medical research projects focusing on the health of Service members and veterans, who deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom.  The Deployment Health Working Group of the VA/DoD Health Executive Committee coordinated this initiative, as part of the VA/DoD Joint Strategic Plan.

· The research inventory includes 379 deployment health projects for FY2006, funded by the DoD, the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), and the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  Funding data are available for 73% of the projects, which include a total of $143 million in funding support.  This inventory will be updated annually; and DoD and VA sources have started to report their FY2007 data.

· The majority of the research projects focus on injuries and mental health.  Injury research includes: traumatic brain and spinal cord (97 projects), musculoskeletal (50 projects), and other types of injuries, such as lung or blast (25 projects).  Most of the mental health projects focus on posttraumatic stress disorder (47 out of 67 projects).  Other categories include: vision and hearing (38 projects), infections (31 projects), general health status (26 projects), environmental and occupational exposures (23 projects), pain management (10 projects), and combat casualty care (10 projects).  It is noteworthy that this inventory does not include projects that focus specifically on illnesses in veterans of the 1991 Gulf War, because Gulf War projects are included in a separate database.
· Of the 379 projects, DoD funded 203 projects.  VA and HHS funded 162 and 14 projects, respectively.  Within DoD, the US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command funded 132 projects.  The Air Force accounts for 33 projects, mostly funded by the Office of Scientific Research; and the Navy accounts for 18 projects, mostly funded by the Office of Naval Research.  Data on deployment health research were not obtained from the Clinical Investigation Programs of the Services for FY2006.  Research from the clinical programs will be included in the FY2007 update. 

· The information in the inventory is being posted on an existing web site, DeployMed ResearchLINK, which is maintained by DoD Force Health Protection and Readiness, which is accessible at:  http://fhp.osd.mil/deploymed/  
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